Reflection & Meditation Article — Pentecost

Pentecost is the complement and the completion of Easter. Easter gives us the
beginning of supernatural life and incorporation in Christ. But this new life must
unfold; it must be strengthened and enkindled into a burning fire which can
resist all things; it must be imbued with a love which is stronger than death, so
that we are prepared to suffer all things Christ, even the sacrifice of our life.
This strengthening of our spirit is brought about by our baptism with the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. The spirit of Pentecost is the spirit that makes the
confessors and martyrs. It gives light, power, and unconquerable strength. This
effect is visible in the apostles, who "went from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were accounted worthy to suffer reproach for the name of
Jesus" (Acts 5:41).

Pentecost is the birthday of the Church and of Christianity, the beginning of the
New Dispensation. Man, having been touched by the Spirit, no longer lives
according to the flesh, according to the principles and ideals of fallen human
nature; he lives in the Spirit. He is filled with the light of truth and is guided by
the Spirit of truth Himself, the Holy Spirit. The new generation of men now sees
all things in their proper place in the plan of divine providence and in their
relationship to eternity. In the spirit of truth and love the new generation is
called to act for good and upright motives, to do only what is pleasing to the
Father. It is a generation of spiritual men. Since they "live in the spirit," they
must also "walk in the spirit" (Gal 5:25). They belong to Christ, and with Him
they are not envious of one another, but practice mildness, patience, and
charity (Gal. 5:26f.). "The fruit of the spirit is charity, joy, peace, patience,
benignity, goodness, longanimity, mildness, faith, modesty, continency,
chastity" (Gal 5:22f).

The feast of Pentecost is a day of thanksgiving for the foundation of the Church,
in which are contained all the treasures of supernatural riches, and through
which all grace and redemption are given to men. Pentecost is a day of
thanksgiving for the coming of the Holy Spirit and for the establishment of the
sacrament of confirmation. It is a day on which we place a joyful and grateful
trust in the operation of the Holy Spirit within us, and thank Him for His
inspiration and guidance. On this day we again place ourselves in the hands of
the Holy Spirit with complete confidence. He should be the soul of our souls; He
should reign in us, amid the ruins of our own fallen nature. Pentecost is a day of
petition, a day on which we should implore the Holy Spirit for a full measure of
His graces and gifts.

—Benedict Bauer, 0.5.B, from The Light of the World, Vol I, Pentecost
(https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2024-05-19)
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